
LESSON 2: Get in Shape   •   M5-45

Assignment

Write
Write a definition for each of term in your own words. 

Remember
Data sets have distributions that can be 

described according to their shape.

Dot plots are ideal for small data sets.

Stem-and-leaf plots are ideal for 

moderately sized data sets, especially if 

you need to see the actual data values.

Practice
The data table at the end of the lesson shows the number of wins and losses the Atlanta Hawks have had 

in 48 seasons in Atlanta. 

1. Create a dot plot or a stem-and-leaf plot for the number of wins by the Atlanta Hawks. Be sure to name 

your plot and provide a key if necessary.

2. Describe the distribution of the data. Include any specific graphical features or patterns. Explain what 

your answer means in terms of the number of wins by the Hawks.

3. Create a dot plot or a stem-and-leaf plot for the number of losses by the Atlanta Hawks. Be sure to name 

your plot and provide a key if necessary.

4. Describe the distribution of the data. Include any specific graphical features or patterns. Explain what 

your answer means in terms of the number of losses by the Hawks.

5. Propose a win-loss record for an upcoming season that would result in a change in the overall 

distribution of both plots.

1. dot plot

2. distribution

3. symmetric

4. skewed right

5. skewed left

6. clusters

 7. gaps

8. peaks

9. outliers

10.  stem-and-leaf plot
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M5-46   •   TOPIC 1: The Statistical Process

Review
1. Write a statistical question about each situation.

a. vacation destinations

b. books

2. Plot and identify 4 points on a coordinate plane that are vertices of a parallelogram. Include points in 

more than one quadrant. Draw the parallelogram. Write absolute value statements for the length of the 

base and height of your parallelogram. Then, determine the area of the parallelogram.

3. Use long division to determine each quotient.

a. 247 4 8 

b. 894 4 12

Stretch
Another type of display used to compare two data sets is a side-by-side or back-to-back stem-and-leaf plot. 

1. Describe the distribution of each data set. 

2. Then, use the key and the plot to list the numerical data values in each data set. 

9

Data Set One Data Set Two

48  6

59  3  1 9

2  7

0  0  3  6  6  8  9

0  1  1  2

69  8  6  5  1  1  0

7  3  2

5  3

2  1

7

8

Key: 1|5|9 = 5.1 and 5.9
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