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MOST RECENT UPDATES 

January 31, 2014 

 

Commissioner Terry Holliday  

along with the Chairman of the  

KY Board of Education sent the  

PARCC governing board a letter informing  

them that Kentucky was withdrawing from the consortium.   

 

   

 



January 22, 2014    

 

  Teachers in PARCC states are provided new 

   resources to help them prepare their students  

   for the upcoming field tests (late March).   

 

  PARCC posted sample test items for every grade  

 on the testing platform students will use when  

 taking the field test later this spring, 

 

   Available previously only as down loadable printouts, these sample items 

allow teachers, students, parents, and others to engage with the items 

using computer-based tools  such as drag-and-drop, multiple select, text 

highlighting, and an equation builder.  



 January 8, 2014  

  

  

 Florida Department of Education is  

 considering proposals from four testing  

 companies and one non-profit which hope to  

 win the contract for developing new standardized test.  Notably, the   

 list of applicants does not include PARCC (which technically  

 cannot apply).  

 

 PARCC did submit a 50+ page informational report and hopes to still 

 be considered.  But Governor Rick Scott and leading legislators have 

 been outspoken in their opposition to the PARCC consortium. 

  

 



January 2014:  New Resources 

   

• Regional trainings to help District leaders prepare  

 for the field tests (slated to begin in late  

 March 2014) will be held in February 2014 
 

• A technology tutorial to familiarize students with how to navigate the 

computer-based assessment format, including  

 how to go forward and backward within the test 

 how to use the tool bar 

 how to access embedded supports and accommodations 
 

• Test Coordinator Manual which will include test administration and 

security protocols  available online in February 2014 

 



 December 11, 2013  

  

 PARCC  approved a policy to protect the privacy  

 and security of  student data and discussed school 

 and district progress towards the spring 2014  

 PARCC field test. 

  

 Through this policy, the PARCC states are very explicit that the 

 states own and control use of their data - not PARCC," said 

 Laura Slover, Chief Executive Officer.   

 



July 2013 

 

North Dakota, Georgia, and Oklahoma 

Drop out of PARCC 

 

    

Among the reasons cited were  
 

(1) What was termed as “high cost” (PARCC projected $29 per student 

for the summative components; Georgia indicated their current cost 

was approximately $10 per student) 

 

(2)  Lack of technology capacity to move to computer-based testing 



 

April 18, 2013 

 

 PARCC issued its draft  

 accommodations manual for  

 English-language learners  

 and students with disabilities 

 



   April 2013 

       PARCC released assessment    

       blueprints and accompanying materials 

       Both for English language arts and math   

             For all grade levels 

        

       Blueprints show how the assessments  

       reflect and measure the Common Core  

        
 Can be combined with the PARCC Model Content Frameworks, 

 assessment claims, evidence statements, sample items and 

 performance level descriptors to support quality implementation  

 of the standards  

 



March 31, 2013 
 

         

        Education Commissioner Mitchell  

        Chester of Massachusetts    

        announced the MCAS will    

                  be replaced by PARCC in 2014-15.  

 

        “The MCAS has been in place for more 

than a decade now, and so we're looking to develop the next 

generation of assessment, requiring students to be able to write in 

each grade, to read text, do research and demonstrate their ability to 

make sense out of what they've read and digest the information and 

report the information.” 



February 1, 2013 

 

State assessment director, Gloria Turner,  

confirmed that Alabama had bowed  

out of both PARCC and  

SMARTER BALANCED consortia 

 

 

Indicated the state had decided to go “in another direction," but 

didn't offer any more detail.  
  

 



 
 
 
 
      PARCC MEMBERSHIP 
              17 STATES + WASHINGTON D.C.  

 
 
 
GOVERNING STATES 
 
 Arizona   Arkansas 

 Colorado  D. C. 

 Florida*         Illinois  

 Indiana*  Louisiana 

 Maryland 
 

   

 AFFILIATE  MEMBER 

    U.S. Virgin Islands 
 

 

Massachusetts      Mississippi 

New Jersey       New Mexico 

New York       Ohio 

Pennsylvania*      Rhode Island 

Tennessee         

 

  . 



PARCC WILL . . .  
 
 Indicate students’ progress and ultimate 

     readiness for career and college 
 

 Inform instruction, guide interventions,  

         and help target professional development 
 

 Be taken on computers;  

    ELA/Literary and Math  (Grades 3-11) 
 

 Include selected-response, constructed response, technology-

enhanced, and complex performance tasks  
 

 According to projections, will cost less than states are currently 

paying for end-of-year assessments (projected cost is $29.50 per 

student)  

 

 

 



PARCC WILL . . .  
 
Have two required components, both given in  
      the final weeks of the school year 
 
Use electronic and human scoring with  
      results available before the end of the school 
 year 
 

 

Utilize technology enhancements including 

 creating a line 

 moving one or more objects 

 producing  geometric shapes 

 selecting one or more points on a graphic 

 dragging and dropping a graphic 

 selecting blocks of text 

 marking  a visual field 
 

 
 
 

 



KEY DIFFERENCE IN PARCC AND SMARTER BALANCED 

PARCC - Fixed-Form Delivery   

 Students take one of several fixed, 

 equated sets of items and tasks. 

 

Smarter Balanced - Adaptive Delivery  

      Students will get an individually tailored  

 set of items and tasks which adjusts 

 to a student’s ability by basing the  

 difficulty of future questions on previous  

 answers. 

 



PARCC WILL HAVE . . .  
 

 Two 4-week testing windows 
 

 Formative items and tasks 
 

 Model curriculum units 
 

 An online reporting suite 

 A digital professional development library for sharing  resources & tools  

 Student scores resulting from both the end-of-year (computer) test and 

performance-based component (weighting not yet determined) 
 

 Performance-based tests administered in the early spring which will capture 

critical-thinking and problem solving skills not measured well on current tests 

(will require more than one class period) 

 Optional diagnostic and mid-year assessments 

 

 



ADDITIONAL PARCC DETAILS 

 Approximately 10% of students in grades 3-10 in 14 PARCC states 

will take the field test in the spring (no participation in FL, IN, and PA)  
 

 Will offer paper-based versions for the “near term” (goal is that all 

students will test on a computer as soon as possible) 
 

 PARCC states are working with higher ed toward a goal of the scores 

being accepted as a College-and-Career Ready Determination 
 

 Estimated time for both scored components ranges from 8-9 hours in 

elementary and 9-10 hours in middle and high school 
 

 In grades 3-8, one retest will be available; in high school, 3 retests will 

be available.  Individual states will determine whether to offer retests 

and how many times per year in high school 





PARCC TIMELINE 

2010-2012 

Launch and 
Design Phase 
 

Development 
Begins 

2012-2013 

Pilot 

 

Data Collection 

 

Related Research 

2013-2014 

Field Testing 

 

Data Collection 

 

Related Research 

2014-2015 

Full Administration 
of PARCC 
Assessments 

 

Set College/Career 
Performance 
Levels 



                          
                        PARCC MATHEMATICS DESIGN 

Focus:   Will focus strongly where the Standards focus  
 70% of items in grades 3-8 will be on the major 
                         grade level focus of the standards 

 

Coherence:  Will link across grades and link to major topics within 
grades with integrative tasks across multiple 
standards Will ensure students are making 
connections 

  
Rigor:  In major topics, will pursue conceptual 

understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and 
application.  Items will reach matching level of rigor 
through innovations in technology and item design 

  
  

 



A Look at Sample Items 



Shifts in Instruction 
Preparing Students for PARCC Tasks 



“A critical element to creating next generation 
assessments is the development of innovative 

assessment items that support implementation 
of the CCSS, and the shifts in instructional 

practice that the CCSS represent.” 





“Teachers will likely continue to ‘teach to the test,’  
but, if the tests are designed in ways that reflect the 

standards (including the Standards for Mathematical 
Practice), then we will have together created 

assessment instruments that make teaching to the 
test a worthy undertaking for students and teachers.” 





High School Prototype Item 

http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html


Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be  
given opportunities to 

contextualize and 
decontextualize. 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be  
given opportunities to 

contextualize and 
decontextualize. 

# of student 
tickets 

$ raised from 
student tickets 

tickets dollars 

1250 

3000 



7th Grade Prototype Item 

http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html


Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be given opportunities 
to construct viable arguments and 

critique the reasoning of others. 



6th Grade Prototype Item 

http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html


3rd Grade Prototype Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be 
given opportunities to 
look for and make 
use of structure. 



6th Grade Prototype Item 



6th Grade Prototype Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be 
given opportunities 

to model with 
mathematics. 



6-8th Sample Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be given 
opportunities to make sense 
of problems and persevere!! 

Kay Merseth on productive struggle… 
 

“…it’s not about guessing what the teacher wants to hear or about 
finding a particular answer.  It is about the process of thinking, making 
sense, and persevering in the face of not knowing exactly how to 
proceed or whether a particular approach will work.  Exploring, 
investigating one or multiple approaches, and articulating a chain of 
reasoning behind the approaches characterize productive struggle.” 



        Other notes on PARCC 
prototype/sample items… 

 Computer-based, interactive items: click & drag, fill in the 
chart, graph, using tools, etc. 

 Problems worth doing: multi-step problems, conceptual 
questions, applications, and substantial procedures  

 Problems with focus: Instead of randomly sampling a mile-
wide array of topics, PARCC assessments will have a strong 
focus where the standards focus.  

http://www.parcconline.org/computer-based-samples 



Overall Instructional Implications 

 We must give students ample opportunities to experience and 
practice ALL EIGHT of the Standards for Mathematical Practice. 
 

 We must use mathematical tasks with real-world, “forward 
thinking” contexts. 
 

 We must give students ample opportunities to interact with 
online tools and interactive software. 
 

 We must move away from the teacher-centered classroom and 
allow students opportunities to makes sense of the 
mathematics together with their peers by posing good tasks, 
asking good questions and promoting productive struggle. 
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