
Sample Assessment  
& Prototype Items 



“A critical element to creating next generation 
assessments is the development of innovative 

assessment items that support implementation 
of the CCSS, and the shifts in instructional 

practice that the CCSS represent.” 



“Teachers will likely continue to ‘teach to the test,’  
but, if the tests are designed in ways that reflect the 

standards (including the Standards for Mathematical 
Practice), then we will have together created 

assessment instruments that make teaching to the 
test a worthy undertaking for students and teachers.” 



High School Prototype Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be  
given opportunities to 

contextualize and 
decontextualize. 



7th Grade Prototype Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be given opportunities 
to construct viable arguments and 

critique the reasoning of others. 



6th Grade Prototype Item 

http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html


6th Grade Prototype Item 



6th Grade Prototype Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be 
given opportunities 

to model with 
mathematics. 



               Other notes on     
PARCC prototype items… 

 Computer-based, interactive items: click & drag, fill in the 
chart, graph, using tools, etc. 

 Problems worth doing: multi-step problems, conceptual 
questions, applications, and substantial procedures  

 Problems with focus: Instead of randomly sampling a mile-
wide array of topics, PARCC assessments will have a strong 
focus where the standards focus.  



“The sample items and performance tasks are intended to help 
teachers, administrators, and policymakers implementing the 

CCSS and preparing for next-generation assessments. They 
provide an early look into the depth of understanding of the 

CCSS that will be measured by the Smarter Balanced 
assessment system. While the items and tasks are not intended 

to be used as sample tests, educators can use them to begin 
planning the shifts in instruction that will be required to help 

students meet the demands of the new assessments.” 



5th Grade Sample Item 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm


Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be 
given opportunities to 
look for and make 
use of structure. 



6th Grade Sample Item 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be 
given opportunities 
based on their needs!! 



6th Grade Sample Performance Task 

Your class and your teacher are going on a field 
trip.  There are three possible choices for the field 
trip:  an aquarium, a science museum, or a zoo.  
Students were asked to write down their first and 
second choices.  In this task, you will determine 
where the class should go on the field trip based 
on the survey results and the cost per student. 



6th Grade Sample Performance Task 

Based only the results of the 
class votes, where would you 
recommend the class go on the 
field trip?   
 
Show your work or explain how 
you found your answer. 



6th Grade Sample Performance Task 

 The teacher and parent helpers do not pay an 
entrance fee.  

 There are 30 students in the class.  
 Only 1 bus is needed.  
 The bus charge is for the entire busload of 

students (not for each student).  
 Each student will pay the same amount.  
 The school fund will pay the first $200 of the trip.  

Now we will think about the costs of the trip.   
How much will each student pay to go on each trip? 
 

Daniel thinks that it will cost less to go to the zoo because the entrance 
fee is only $2.50 per person.   
Explain why you agree or disagree. Write a short note to your teacher… 



Instructional Significance 

Students MUST be given 
opportunities to make sense 
of problems and persevere!! 

Kay Merseth on productive struggle… 
 

“…it’s not about guessing what the teacher wants to hear or about 
finding a particular answer.  It is about the process of thinking, making 
sense, and persevering in the face of not knowing exactly how to 
proceed or whether a particular approach will work.  Exploring, 
investigating one or multiple approaches, and articulating a chain of 
reasoning behind the approaches characterize productive struggle.” 



Overall Instructional Implications 

 We must give students ample opportunities to experience and practice ALL 
EIGHT of the Standards for Mathematical Practice. 
 

 We must use mathematical tasks with real-world, “forward thinking” 
contexts. 
 

 We must give students ample opportunities to interact with online tools and 
interactive software. 
 

 We must move away from the teacher-centered classroom and allow 
students opportunities to makes sense of the mathematics together with 
their peers by posing good tasks, asking good questions and promoting 
productive struggle. 
 

 


